WHY WETLANDS MATTER
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Urban Runoff: In developed areas, rain falls on hard (or impervious) surfaces - like roads, parking lots,
and roofs - and runs off into storm drains and streams, carrying oil, lawn fertilizer, and other pollution
directly into the branches of Tinker's Creek and Brandywine Creek.

Natural Filters: Wetlands situated along these major drainage pathways serve as crucial natural filters.
They act as natural sponges by storing water, slowing it down, and allowing it to soak into the ground,
where plants can help filter out harmful pollutants.

Flood Reduction: Intense storm cycles can trigger high water levels. Floodplain wetlands function as
massive geographical overflow valves, allowing water space to pool safely, reducing downstream rushing
volumes, stabilizing local stream banks, and protecting residential infrastructure from backpressure.

Protecting remaining wetlands is one of the most cost-effective ways to improve watershed
health and community resilience, saving taxpayers millions of dollars in municipal stormwater
infrastructure upgrades and repairs.

Wetlands are among the most valuable ecosystems on Earth, providing benefits for
both people and wildlife.
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BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

Everyone can play a role in protecting wetlands!

PLANT NATIVE

Native plants help absorb and filter rainwater, prevent erosion,
and support local wildlife

REDUCE RUNOFF
Limit impervious surfaces, use rain barrels, plant a rain garden,
and keep leaves out of storm drains.

GET INVOLVED

Participate in local cleanups, tree plantings, and other volunteer
events. Learn more at www.tinkerscreek.org/events

PROTECT WATER

Eliminate chemical fertilizers and pesticides on lawns to stop
toxic agricultural runoff & use eco-friendly household cleaners to
prevent toxic chemicals from washing into our watersheds.

LEARN MORE
Stay informed and share what you learn with others!

Help Keep Our Creeks Clean
Healthy wetlands & streams depend on neighbors like you. If you notice unusually muddy water pouring
from construction zones, strong chemical odors, or trash piling up in local ravines, you can help by:

» Spot it. Nominate it. Restore it. - Visit https://tinkerscreek.org/contact-us/ to submit a trash-heavy
stream site for a future community cleanup day.

o “Adopt-A-Stream” Cleanup Kit - Round up your friends and family and borrow our stream cleanup
kit https:/tinkerscreek.org/get-involved/
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